
 
 

Applying Strong 

Verbs 

Lesson 2 
Said is not Dead:Said is not Dead:Said is not Dead:Said is not Dead:    
Most writing teachers would love to eradicate the word said from students’ writing   
vocabularies.  But, in truth, said is a potent word.  Sure, if it’s overused, it can deaden 
dialogue.  But if it’s never used at all, students are likely to select unnatural-sounding 
words to replace it.  
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. We’re going to do a fill in the blank.  Fill in ever blank with said in the following     

example dialogue: 
 

  “It’s such a beautiful day today.  I think I’ll take my car to the car was,” 
________ Gerome. 

  “Hold on a minute,” ________ Athan, his little brother.  “You promised 
next time I could come along too,” he ________. 

  “I never _______ that.  You are making that up.” 

  “Yes, you did,” ________Athan.  “And Marlee was right there.  Tell him 
you heard what he ________,” ________ Athan. 

  “I’m not getting in the middle of this fight,” Marlee _________.  “You two 
sort it out by yourselves.  I mean it,” she ________. 

  “Fine!” Gerome and Athan ________in unison. 

  “Tell you what,” ________Gerome.  “Why don’t you both get busy and 
wash my car for me down in the driveway,” he ________.  “Here’s a bucket and 
a shammy.  Have fun!”  Gerome __________.   

 
2. Now do it again, this time using a word other than said in each of the blank spots.  

Don’t use said even once this time around.   
3. Compare your two versions.  Which is better?  Neither one is all that great, right?  

The first one is repetitive, and the second sounds unnatural.  Sometimes said works, 
sometimes another word is better, other times it’s alright to have nothing—leaving 
the speaking implied.  Okay—try a third time.  Try to make a natural sounding       
dialogue that isn’t repetitive.   


