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Lesson 1Lesson 1Lesson 1Lesson 1    
Rule Breakers:Rule Breakers:Rule Breakers:Rule Breakers:    
Breaking the rules of standard English, or at least bending them for a specific, desired effect, makes sentence fluency one 
of the most creative traits.  Incorporating fragments, repeating phrases, starting sentences with conjunctions, and using 
everyday, grammatically incorrect dialogue are just a few of the techniques that writers commonly use that stretch the 
boundaries of correctness.  Writers should be thinking outside the box, because that helps them meet their purpose for 
writing and is appropriate for their audience.  It makes for more interesting, more honest work.   
 
What Do I Do:What Do I Do:What Do I Do:What Do I Do:    
1. Look closely at the “Think About” for this lesson. 
2. Read the sample dialogue below.  
 
 “I am bored,” said Justin. 
 “I am bored too,” said Dimitri. 
 “Let’s go outside,” said Justin. 
 “Yes, let’s go outside,” said Dimitri. 
 “Let’s throw the football,” said Justin. 
 “Okay, let’s throw the football,” said Dimitri. 
 Later, “That was fun,” said Justin. 
 “I agree,” said Dimitri. 
 “Now I’m hungry,” said Justin. 
 “Me too,” said Dimitri.   
 
3. Revise this terribly boring dialogue by breaking the rules of grammar to make it more authentic, more meaningful, and, 

in the process, more fluent. 
4. Check out this revision, done by another student, that may help guide you.   
 

  “It’s so boring around here today,” whined Justin, “I’m almost desperate enough for something to do that I 
might do my homework.” 
  “Oh no! Not that,” laughed Dimitri.  “I’m sure we can find something to do that’s better than homework.  
Hey!  Why don’t we go outside and throw the football around?  We need the practice; tryouts are next week.” 
  “Fine!” replied Justin.  “I’ll get it from my room.  You go outside and mark off some distances.  Let’s see 
who can throw it the farthest and straightest.  The loser has to do the other guy’s homework before class on    
Monday.” 
  “You are on,” Dimitri said, pointing his index finger at Justin.  “If I lose, it’s no big deal to do your       
homework.  You always get them all wrong anyway.” 
  “Ha-ha.  Very funny wise guy.  Let’s see who’s laughing in an hour.  And get ready.  I’m going to throw it 
like you’ve never seen before.” 
  “Bring it on, baby!” said Dimitri as he strutted out the door.   
 

5. Now that you’ve revised one that you have an example to help you with, try another.  Revise this boring dialogue too.   
  
 “I like chicken,” said Phyllis. 
 “I like chicken too,” said Beatrice. 
 “I think I’m going to order the chicken sandwich,” said Phyllis. 
 “I’ll have the chicken sandwich, too,” said Beatrice. 
 “I’m going to have a Coke, also,” said Phyllis. 
 “Me too,” said Beatrice.   


