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Lesson 1Lesson 1Lesson 1Lesson 1    
Rhythm and Flow:Rhythm and Flow:Rhythm and Flow:Rhythm and Flow:    
Just as playing scales helps a pianist to create melodies, experimenting with sentence types helps 
writers create that flow.  Writers typically revise sentences over and over until they get them 
right.  Their goal?  Creating smooth sentences that are pleasing to the ear. 
 
What Do I Do:What Do I Do:What Do I Do:What Do I Do:    
1. Take a closer look at the “Think About” for this lesson. 
2. Read the paragraph below, focusing on the sound of the sentences and how they flow           

together.   
 
Tuesday I would find out if I made it onto the basketball team.  I really wanted to be chosen.  
Basketball is fun.  Many of my friends tried out, too.  I hoped we all made it.  I will wait     
outside the P.E. teacher’s office the list is posted.  If my name is on there, I’ll be very happy.   

 
3. Take a look at this revised version and compare the sound of each piece.  Compare the      
    paragraphs based on variety of sentence type, variety of sentence length, and variety of  
    sentence beginnings.  
 

Ticktock, ticktock, ticktock.  The hands on the clock seemed to crawl as I stood anxiously 
waiting to find out if I’d made the basketball team. I’d been outside the coach’s office many 
times in the past, but this time it felt different.  I fidgeted; I hopped from one foot to the 
next; I chewed on my lower lip.  9:15AM.  Coach promised he’d have the list posted by then.  
Seven more minutes.  I hardly noticed the other boys also waiting impatiently to see if 
they’d made it.  What are they worried about, I thought.  They’re awesome players.  They 
didn’t miss a pass or a basket in any of the tryouts.  I was not a shoo-in, but if hard work, 
steady improvement, and a good attitude count for anything I just might have a chance.  Ah, 
there it is.  The list is finally posted.  I shoved my way to through the small crowd to the 
front and saw the list of names!  My heart stopped… 
 

4. After you’ve focused on the differences between these first two paragraphs, read this last one, 
then revise it to have better rhythm and flow. 

 
The cast list for the school play was about to be posted.  I worked really hard to prepare for 
the auditions.  Drama club is my favorite.  My sister tried out too.  I hope she gets the part 
she wants.  I’ve been hanging out by the auditorium for half an hour now.  I hope I got a 
part.  I’ll be thrilled.   
 


