
 
 

Choosing Words 
That Deepen Meaning 

Lesson 1 
Deeper Meaning:Deeper Meaning:Deeper Meaning:Deeper Meaning:    
Good writers listen to the sound of their words as they revise.  They read drafts closely, 
striking out boring, repetitious words and replacing them with more exciting,         
imaginative ones.  They play with words until they fit, like a lock’s tumblers falling into 
place.  What they don’t do is use the first words that come to mind.  Why?  To deepen 
the meaning of their message.   
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Take a closer look at the “Think About” for this lesson. 
2. Read the paragraph below aloud (find a place where you can talk without disrupting 

others), listening for and circling repetitive words, phrases, and details.   
 

I’m the best goalie ever:  It’s a really, really hard job.  Nobody else can do it but me.  
I’m the best goalie our team has had in like, two or three years.  I think, I’m pretty 
sure that’s true.  Anyway, I’m a really good goalie.  I love playing goalie because 
it’s the best and really greatest position.   
 

3.  Revise the paragraph above, then look at this example revision:  
 

Heads up!  Here they come, thundering down the field right at me — twenty girls 
bearing down, and ten hoping to catch me unaware.  My heart starts to race and I 
position myself in front of the goal anticipating their forward’s signature move of 
passing the ball to her wing for a quick goal.  There it is… ka-thump.  Ah, I caught 
it.  What a laugh.  Nice try, ladies, I think to myself as I draw the ball in close,   
willing it not to pop out of my arms.  Now, look out.  I’m going to kick it so far 
they’ll never get back down to this end again.  There it goes, thwack… far across 
the field, landing right at the nimble feet of one of my own players.  Sweet! 
 

4. Now revise this paragraph on your own: 
 

I really like taking pictures.  I takes a ton of skill to do it will.  No one in my family 
takes pictures as good as mine.  My dad always gets his thumb in the picture, and 
my mom never takes the time to focus.  Anyway, I’m really good at taking         
pictures.  I love it, because it combines art and technology and I’m good at it.   


