
 
 

Choosing Words 
That Deepen Meaning 

Lesson 4 
Wordplay Everyday:Wordplay Everyday:Wordplay Everyday:Wordplay Everyday:    
Writing is hard work.  Unless you figure out ways to make it enjoyable, it gets           
discouraging at times.  Wordplay is exactly what it sounds like, playing with words.   

 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
Try out some different ways to use words. 
 
1. Palindromes:  Palindromes:  Palindromes:  Palindromes:  words and phrases that are spelled the same way backward and      

forward, such as mom, dad, and — get this — “Rats live on no evil star.”                        
Now try to figure out some of your own palindromes.  Start with simple one or two 
word ones like “racecar” and then try to make a whole sentence like the one above. 

 
2. Anagram:  Anagram:  Anagram:  Anagram:  a pair of words or phrases that contain the same letters in a different    

order, for example: Motley Crue and me cruel toy or Elvis and lives.                          
Now try to come up with your own anagrams.  Pick a phrase and rearrange the     
letters to come up with something else.   

 
3. Onomatopoeia:  Onomatopoeia:  Onomatopoeia:  Onomatopoeia:  words that are spelled the way they sound, such as shhhh, buzz, and 

moo.                                                                                                                             
Create some comic book panels, drawings with sound effects.  Maybe a hero     
punching a bad guy with a big “BAAAAMMMM!” in a word bubble.  Make four or 
five onomatopoeia panels.   

 
4. Spoonerisms:  Spoonerisms:  Spoonerisms:  Spoonerisms:  a phrase in which the initial syllables of two of its words have been 

swapped, for example, “Go shake a tower” and “Go take a shower.”   
     Try to come up with three or for more spoonerisms on your own.  
 
5. Oxymorons: Oxymorons: Oxymorons: Oxymorons:  here’s a big word for you… the juxtaposition of two contradictory 

words, such as “minor crisis” and “original copies.” Juxtaposition means switched 
and contradictory means ideas that mean the opposite of one another.  Think about 
those two examples—minor means not major, while a crisis is a major event.  So a  
minor crisis is a major event that’s not major.  Make sense?  No?  Exactly.  The    
English language is loaded with tons of these oxymorons.  See if you can think up a 
handful.   


