
 
 

Choosing Words 
That Deepen Meaning 

Lesson 5 
The Game of Connotations:The Game of Connotations:The Game of Connotations:The Game of Connotations:    
Think about all the different ways you express yourself.  As you choose the words you feel are 
best, you are probably using connotations, positive or negative, that shape your audience’s        
attitude.  For example, people use connotations in conversation that shade the meaning depending 
on who or what is being discussed.  While talking about ourselves we tend to choose words or 
phrases with good connotations.  While talking about someone directly, we might use more      
neutral words.  While talking about a third person, words with bad connotations often show up. 
So, what are connotations—its choosing a word that almost means the same thing, but is just     
different enough that the feeling you get when you read/hear/use it is slightly different. 
 
Example:Example:Example:Example:    

Positive    Neutral    Negative 
I am selective.    You are choosy.   She is fussy. 
I am energetic.   You are jumpy.   He is a spaz. 
I am confident.   You are cocky.   He is full of himself. 
 

See how those words almost mean the same thing?  The only real difference is the feeling you get 
when you read/hear/use them.  That feeling, that’s connotations.   
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Start out by practicing some simple connotations.  Write three different sentences (one with 

positive connotations, one with neutral connotations, and one with negative connotations) 
about the following topics: 

 A boy who is a 40 pounds heavier than his classmates. 
 A girl who talks a lot. 
 A teacher who isn’t very interesting to listen to. 
 
2. Now that you’ve practiced simple sentences, we’re going to take it to another level.  Choose a 

familiar place: the school gym, the lunchroom, your locker, the local mall or any store in it, a 
local park or playground, or your bedroom. 

3. Write two paragraphs: one from the point of view of someone who loves this place, another 
from the perspective of someone who hates it. 

4. Use words with good connotations in one paragraph (“lived-in,” for example, to describe your 
bedroom), and ones with bad connotations in the other (“messy”). 

5. Share your paragraphs with a classmate.   
 


