
 
 

Conveying                     
the Purpose 

Lesson One 

What’s My Purpose:What’s My Purpose:What’s My Purpose:What’s My Purpose:    
Look closely at the “Think About” for this lesson and try to understand how a writers purpose or reason 
for writing helps determine their voice.  You need to have a purpose — Do you want to tell a story?  If so, 
you might write a narrative piece.  Do you want to inform?  The you might write an expository.  Do you 
want to convince?  Then write a persuasive.   
 
Once you’ve determined a purpose, you need to choose an appropriate voice.  A narrative piece, for        
example, might contain an emotional voice—excited, angry, or tense.  An expository piece might contain an 
expert voice, while a persuasive piece might contain a confident convincing voice.   
  
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Look at  the “Think About” to help you understand how to determine what voice to use. 
2. Look at the sentences below and revise/expand them, using a voice that’s appropriate for the purpose.  

Decide how you want the voice to sound—proud, excited, confident, scared, angry, silly, convincing…  
which would work best for what you’re trying to accomplish? 

 
 I’ll never forget going with my father to vote on election day.  (purpose: to tell a story) 
 
 Vote-by-mail is a cost-effective way to manage elections.  (purpose: to explain or inform) 
 
Example:Example:Example:Example:    
    
  U.S. presidential campaigns should be shortened to six months.  (purpose: to persuade) 
 
Here’s a revised and expanded version that uses a confident and convincing voice to achieve the purpose 
of persuading the reader. 

 
  When elections were first held in the United States, letters with critical information were 
carried on horseback or stagecoach.  It often took weeks or months to get the news or reply to a   
letter.  Today, information is transmitted every nanosecond, making it possible for all citizens to 
know what’s happening and why at any moment.  But, since the election process has not been     
altered since the 1700s, today’s election process is needlessly long and drawn out.  A presidential 
campaign can go on for more than a year, creating voter fatigue and information burnout resulting 
from news that is broadcast twenty-four hours a day. 
  In keeping with the times, and with election policies in other countries such as England and 
Germany, I believe we should shorten the election process to six months.  Candidates could win their 
party’s nomination and still have time to campaign in the general election so all citizens could make 
informed choices.  There would be plenty of time to find out all that is important to know but not so 
much time that we tire of them before they ever take office.  After all, shouldn't we be saving their 
energy (and ours) for when they are elected so they can run the country? 


