
 
 

Conveying                     
the Purpose 

Lesson two 

Purpose and Tone:Purpose and Tone:Purpose and Tone:Purpose and Tone:    
Finding a topic is where most writers begin.  But they can’t move forward confidently without knowing WHY 
they’re writing the piece in the first place.  Knowing their purpose for writing the piece helps a writer get 
started and ensures their finished products will be filled with voice.  In this lesson, you’ll chose writing topics 
from a list and match them with a  purpose, then assign it with an appropriate voice.   
  
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Look at this list of purposes for writing. 

• To tell a story (narrative) 
• To inform or explain (expository) 
• To construct an argument (persuasive) 

 
2. Look at this list of possible writing topics.   

• Global warming 
• My favorite Saturday-morning breakfast menu 
• My least favorite school rule 
• Steps for cleaning my room 
• A story I’ll never forget 
• The life cycle of the honeybee 
• A historical event that changed history 
• The most influential man or woman in America today 
• An invention that would make life easier 
• The best excuse ever 

 

3. Match a purpose (from #1) to each topic (listed in #2).   
4. The challenging part is to go beyond the obvious (see the example below) and choose more than one       

purpose for each topic.  See if you can find a way to write (no, you’re not writing, just brainstorming ideas) 
for each purpose under each topic.   

5. Assign every topic a voice.  What tone/voice will help you achieve your purpose? See the example. 
 
Example:Example:Example:Example:    
  My topic: Global warming 
1. It’s easy to think about global warming and come up with an expository essay.  I could write all about how 

and why global warming is happening.  My tone/voice would be informed and authoritative, so I sound like 
an expert.   

2. It’s also easy to come up with a persuasive idea for this topic.  I could write all about how we need to    
reduce air pollution by making more electric cars.  My tone/voice, which would help me convince people, 
would be panicked and scared—scaring people into believing what I want them to.   

3. Not many people would think of writing a narrative about global warming, but that’s what would make it 
unique and good.  I could think outside the box and come up with an interesting narrative.  Maybe I would 
write story about two polar bear cubs separated from their mother by melting ice floes.  A story like that 
should probably have a scary tone, compelling the reader to feel bad for the cubs.   

4. See if you can do this for each of the topics listed above.   


