
 
 

Conveying                     
the Purpose 

Lesson Three 

Purposeful Art:Purposeful Art:Purposeful Art:Purposeful Art:    
Writing is art.  If you think about it, writing class is more like art and music class than 
like science, social studies or math.  In math, if the teacher asks what is 2+2, the       
answer is 4, no matter who you are, if you’re in high or low math, if you don’t say 4, 
you’re wrong.  But in art and music, and in writing, there’s a million different right   
answers.  It’s time to explore how close writing and other arts are to one another.   
  
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Make a list of visual and performing arts.  I’ll get you started—painting, dance,     

pottery, sculpture, printmaking, cartooning, music…  See how many more you can 
add to this list. 

2. Look at some art books from your teacher’s shelves or from the library, or you 
could use the internet if you want.  Try to find four or five pieces of art that you 
really like.   

3. Do a little reading on the art pieces you’ve selected.  Try to find out the purpose of 
them. 

  
For example: Guernica is a painting by Pablo Picasso (we look at it in another  
lesson).  It’s one of my favorite pieces of art.  The purpose (the reason Picasso 
painted it) was to make a powerful anti-war statement during the Spanish civil 
war.   

 
4. Now figure out the tone of the piece.  There can be more than one, and for every 

one it can be something different for every person looking at the art.  The tone is 
how that piece makes you feel.  Great art makes you feel something, so it should be 
easy for you to find the tone of a piece of art that you like.   

 
For example: Guernica makes me feel disoriented (kinda woozy and lost), scared, a 
little angry, and very sad.   

 
5. Write a longer piece about your favorite piece of art.  Describe the art to someone 

who’s never seen it and try to use the same tone that the artist did in creating the 
art.  Your purpose is to tell the story of how the art makes you feel.   


