
 
 

Conveying                     
the Purpose 

Lesson four 

Hearing Voice in Literature;Hearing Voice in Literature;Hearing Voice in Literature;Hearing Voice in Literature;    
Another teacher once told me that “writing is like hands-on reading.”  If you think about it, that’s a pretty good 
statement—instead of just being passive and reading someone else’s story, you’re creating your own.  Writing 
and reading are really that connected to one another.  So, when ever you get stuck as a writer, just read.  That’s 
it, read.  Read until you find something good, then try to emulate that style.  Let’s take a look at some writing 
with great voice to help us know what to look for.   
  
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Read the short passages from some famous authors. 
 

“My father started to cry then… This was one of those tragedies that needed a family that knew what it was doing.  
Like the Kennedys or the Queen of England and her whole bunch.  Not a family like ours that comes unglued if 
someone doesn’t follow the morning bathroom schedule.” 

Barbara Park, Mick Harte Was Here 
 

“’A whizzpopper!’ cried the BFG, beaming at her.  ‘Us giants is making whizzpoppers all the time!  Whizzpopping is 
a sign of happiness…You surely is not telling me that a little whizzpopping is forbidden among human beans?” 

Roald Dahl, The BFG 
 

“Ronald stared at the line of shapes he longed to know how to read; they seemed to him as magical as the fairy-tale 
pictures in his book.  Words and trees — and knights and dragons — were what Ronald wanted.” 

Anne E. Neimark, Myth Maker: J.R.R. Tolkein 
 

“But this was Cookie.  I should have known.  Cookie was not like the other dogs.  She was easily the most       
strong-willed person — and I mean person — I had ever met. 
Stubborn, immensely strong-willed and powerful, and completely, totally dedicated, this wasn’t just another dog, it 
was Cookie.” 

Gary Paulsen, Puppies, Dogs, and Blue Northers 
 

“Wilbur never forgot Charlotte.  Although he loved her children and grandchildren dearly, non of the new spiders 
ever… took her place in his heart.  She was in a class by herself.  It is not often that someone comes along who is a 
true friend and a great writer.  Charlotte was both.” 

E.B. White, Charlotte’s Web 
 
2. Try to determine what voice is being used.  Remember, it can be more than one in each piece.  Below is a list 

of some great voices authors use regularly.   
 Happy  Warm  Caring  Superficial Ridiculous Sarcastic  Way out there
 Scholarly Bereaved Thoughtful Funny  Profound  Bizarre  Revealing
 Self-Deprecating Pleasing  Concerned Passionate Timid  Earnest  Tentative
 Introspective Flat  Dismal  Frightened Naïve  Riveting  Horrifying
 Subtle  Delightful Thrilled  Rude  Detached Gracious  Courageous
 Curt  Entertaining Clever  Mean  Mistrustful Critical  Childlike 
 
3. Now try to find some examples from literature of some of these other voices.  Make a collection of passages     
      filled with great voice.  See if you can find 5 or 6 right now to get you started.   


