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Lesson 1Lesson 1Lesson 1Lesson 1    
Building a Sentence:Building a Sentence:Building a Sentence:Building a Sentence:    
Sentence fluency demands a lot.  To create it, writers need to be able to construct sentences that are not only 
correct, but also creative.  They must be able to apply the hows and whys of grammar usage.  They must be 
able to combine words and phrases effectively.  They must be able to string together sentences smoothly.  And 
they must be able to do all this in a way that seems effortless to the reader.   
The first step towards sentence fluency is crafting sentences that contain all the right parts.  Naturally, a solid 
understanding of grammar and usage will help.  How else will you be able to follow rules and break rules       
intentionally to make your sentences interesting and clear?   
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Take a closer look at the “Think About” for this section.   
2. Look at the following paragraph while thinking about the points on the “Think About.” 
 

I want to get an iPod.  I asked my dad for one.  I asked over and over.  I wanted an iPod very badly.  I 
wanted it for my birthday.  I waited until my birthday.  I didn’t get an iPod that day.  I was very           
disappointed. 
 

3. When you think about the points on the “Think About” while reading that paragraph, realize: 
• There are 8 sentences in that paragraph.  All 8 of them begin with the same word. 
• Every sentence is just about the same length—somewhere between 6 and 10 beats/syllables long. 
• Every sentence is grammatically correct, but there is no creativity in how the sentences are            

constructed. 
• No conjunctions were used to connect parts of sentences. 
 

4. Now look at this revision: 
  

I wanted an iPod so badly it was all I could think about, day and night.  Imagine being able to tune out 
the world and listen to your music any time, anywhere.  Sweet.  I asked my dad if he’d get me one for my 
birthday, but I knew it was a longshot.  Money as been tight, so I was pretty sure it wouldn’t happen.  I 
was right.  My birthday came and went, and no iPod.  I tried not to act disappointed, but my dad said, 
“Charlie, I know that you really want that iPod.  Come to the office with me the next three Saturdays and 
help out.  I’ll pay you.  And I’ll match what you save so you might get that iPod sooner than you think.”  
It wasn’t a lot of fun working on Saturdays when my friends were outside playing, but in the end, it was 
worth it.  It took a month, but no I have my new iPod.  It’s even better than I imagined.   
 

5. Look at the “Think About” again and answer the four questions about this revised paragraph.  Give specific 
examples that back up your answers.   

6. Now revise this paragraph, keeping in mind the “Think About”: 
 

I went to the mall.  I went in a store.  I needed new pants.  I saw some new pants.  I tried on the new 
pants.  I saw my friend.  I asked my friend if the pants looked good.  I bought the pants.  I went for lunch 
with my friend.   


