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Lesson 2Lesson 2Lesson 2Lesson 2    
Master Craftsman:Master Craftsman:Master Craftsman:Master Craftsman:    
Beginning sentences in different ways and creating sentences of different lengths are great strategies 
to build sentence fluency.  We’re going to take a look at how a master writer like Gary Paulsen builds a 
paragraph with very fluent sentences.   
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Read the following paragraph from Gary Paulsen’s book Winterdance, a nonfiction account of the 

Iditarod sled-dog race.  Listen for how the sentences sound so you can think about their             
beginnings, their lengths, and the way they’re constructed.   

 
Caught up in anxiety, not wising to cause problems with the race, I harnessed my dogs too soon, 
way too soon, and tied the sled off to the bumper of the truck.  The difficulty with this was that 
I had pulled number thirty-two and with the dogs tied on the side, harnessed, and ready to go, 
waiting to go, crazy to go—every team going up to the chutes had to be taken past my team—
they had to wait.  Dogs do not wait well.  An old Inuit belief states that dogs and white men 
stem from the same roots because they cannot wait, have no patience, and become frustrated 
easily, and it showed mightily then.   
 

2. Fill out the chart below to try to catch patterns in Paulsen’s writing.  Notice that he varies his    
sentence length, which causes a musical effect—that’s good.  Notice that he starts all his sentences 
in different ways—also good.  Notice that he ends all his sentences with one syllable words—
another good thing.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Now find another paragraph from a piece of writing you think sounds good.  It can be from a novel, 

a news article, or even from your own writer’s notebook.  Look at it in the same way you looked at 
Paulsen’s paragraph and fill out the chart for that paragraph too. 

 
4. Pay close attention to these ideas the next time you’re writing or revising your own pieces.   
 

Sentence 
Number 

Number 
of Beats 

First Two Words Last Word 

1.    

2.    

3.    

4.    


