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Lesson 7Lesson 7Lesson 7Lesson 7    
Picture Your Sentence:Picture Your Sentence:Picture Your Sentence:Picture Your Sentence:    
This visual exercise can help point out the patterns that writers are using 
when they create sentences.  We’re going to actually look at how long our 
sentences are compared to other sentences in the paragraph.  Sound silly?  
No way, visualizing it will help you see exactly what you’re doing.   
 
What Do I Do:What Do I Do:What Do I Do:What Do I Do:    
1. Take a look at a well written paragraph. Here’s one from Wonder  by R.J. 

Palacio: 
 
But I’m kind of used to how I look by now.  I know how to pretend I don’t see the faces people make.  
We’ve all gotten pretty good at that sort of thing: me, Mom and Dad, Via.  Actually, I take that back: Via’s 
not so good at it.  She can get really annoyed when people do something rude.  Like, for instance, one 
time in the playground some older kids made some noises.  I don’t even know what the noises were     
exactly because I didn’t hear them myself, but Via heard and she just started yelling at the kids.  That’s 
the way she is.  I’m not that way.   

 
2. We’re going to actually break that paragraph apart now, putting them in a 

line to “measure” the length.  When you do it like this, you can see that 
there are 9 sentences in this paragraph.  Sentences 1, 2, and 4 are about 
average length.  3 and 6 are kind of long.  7 is super long, and 8 and 9 are 
super short.  None of them are really the same length, which makes the 
paragraph have some musical quality—that’s called sentence fluency.   

1. But I’m kind of used to how I look by now.   
2. I know how to pretend I don’t see the faces people make.   
3. We’ve all gotten pretty good at that sort of thing: me, Mom and Dad, Via.   
4. Actually, I take that back: Via’s not so good at it.   
5. She can get really annoyed when people do something rude.   
6. Like, for instance, one time in the playground some older kids made some noises.   
7. I don’t even know what the noises were exactly because I didn’t hear them myself, but Via heard and she just started yelling at the kids.   
8. That’s the way she is.   
9. I’m not that way.   

3. Now choose a paragraph that you like from a book you’re reading and 
look at it the same way. 

4. Do it again for a paragraph from a piece of writing you’ve been working 
on.   


