
 
 

Creating a Connection  
to the Audience 

Lesson one 

Rules and Regulations:Rules and Regulations:Rules and Regulations:Rules and Regulations:    
When you’re writing a piece, — regardless of whether you’re brainstorming, outlining, or putting the finishing 
touches on a final draft — you should never forget your audience, who will be reading that piece.  Keeping that 
in mind will help you make the right decisions about what the reader needs to know and select appropriate 
words and phrases.  When you do that, voice emerges.  When you choose how to speak — proper English,      
informal language, street slang… it helps you connect to the audience when you use the right voice.   
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Look closely at the “Think About” for this lesson and keep those rules in mind as you continue. 
2. Look at the following rules for people visiting the zoo. 
 
 Don’t throw food  Don’t put your hands or arms inside the enclosure 
 Don’t make loud noises Don’t throw trash 
 Don’t take flash pictures 
 
3. Those might be important rules to keep the animals and customers safe, but they’re pretty boring.  Take a 

look at this piece, which is the zoo rules with some voice.  Try to figure out who the appropriate audience 
for this piece might be.   

 
Humans: Pay Attention!Humans: Pay Attention!Humans: Pay Attention!Humans: Pay Attention!    

  Since there are humans out there who don’t seem to know how to behave at the zoo, here are some  
guidelines for you to follow.  Most of you know these things (duh!), so thanks in advance.  But for those of you who 
don’t, listen up. 
  We have our own food.  It’s balanced so we have a completely nutritious diet.  So, keep your peanuts and 
popcorn to yourself.  We don’t like it and it’s not good for us.  It’s not all that good for you, either.  Try some      
broccoli.   
  If you insist on sticking your arms and legs inside out enclosure, we might be tempted to bite or yank.  It’s 
possible, so if we were you, we wouldn’t chance it.  You are probably pretty attached to your hands and arms (get 
it?).  Keep it that way. 
  What’s with all those stupid noises?  You don’t sound like us and it’s annoying when we’re trying to eat, 
sleep, or go about our day.  Keep your rude sounds to yourself.  Or save them for your parents on the ride home in 
the car. 
  Nobody likes trash, and we’re no exception.  There are trash cans all over the zoo, use them.  When you 
throw your cups and junk food wrappers in our enclosure it makes a mess that somebody has to clean up.  Are you 
volunteering? 
  Those bright lights hurt our eyes, so please don’t take flash pictures of us.  Can you imagine what it would 
be like to have flashes going off every time you look up?  It’s not fun, so don't do it.  Buy a postcard from the gift 
shop.  Their pictures are better than yours anyway. 
 
Sincerely,  
The Bears: Grizzly, Brown, and Polar 

 
4. Now, you try it.  First make a list of rules that you might find someplace—like the lunchroom, the bus, an 

amusement park ride, or on an airplane.   
5. Then, give your list of rules some voice just like the student did in the example.   


