
 
 

Creating a Connection  
to the Audience 

Lesson two 

Dear Abby:Dear Abby:Dear Abby:Dear Abby:    
Voice is strong when the writer has a strong desire to connect with the audience.  When the writer puts their 
interest in the idea behind the work, while keeping the audience in mind, two things happen: a strong reader/
writer bond and a strong piece of writing.  The best pieces of writing you’ve ever read do these things.  We’re 
going to practice keeping our readers’ needs in mind. 
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Find a partner, this one’s going to require working in groups of two (or three). 
2. Using the internet, find some examples of letters to advice columnists.  The most famous ones (and easiest 

to find) are Dear Abby, Anne Landers, Marjorie Proops, and Ask Amy.  Stay clear of any other “advice      
columns” (other than the ones listed), because online there are a lot that are meant as jokes or cover        
inappropriate topics — those won’t help us with this lesson.  Once you find the right columns, read a few of 
the letters people write to ask the author for advice.  Of course, you’ll probably want to read the answers 
too.   

3. Take a look at this list of “Advice Topics” that are common in those types of columns. 
 

• How to keep a brother or sister out of your room 
• How to avoid doing assigned chores 
• How to tell a friend that you need some space 
• How to persuade a teacher to assign less homework 
• What to do if you accidently break something that’s off limits 
• How to hide a personal item, like a journal, from siblings 
• How to text in class without getting caught 
• How to prepare a parent for a less than perfect report card 
• How to have fun at the school dance when you can’t dance 
• What to do when the zipper breaks on your favorite pair of pants 
• How to hide a bad haircut 
• What do to when visiting a friend’s house for dinner and the meal is terrible 
• How to listen in on a friend’s conversation without being noticed 

 
3. Select one of the topics above (if you don’t like any of them, make up your own),  Have each member of 

your group pick a topic, but don’t tell the others what you’ve picked.   
4. Write your letter, asking the columnist for advice on your topic.   
5. Pass the letter to one of your partners and take theirs. 
6. Answer the letter, keeping the needs of your audience (the letter writer) in mind.  Write specifically to them.  
7. Now, re-write your initial letter, but this time you’re going to pretend you are someone else writing.  Pick 

one of the following people to be: 
 
 The President of the United States the columnist’s younger brother or sister  a police officer 
 A teacher or former teacher  the columnist’s  parent    a best friend 
 a school bully    the principal     a local business owner 
 
8.  Pass the letters around again.  Answer the letter again, and take special notice how you answer it differently    
     if you’re talking to a specific person rather than just anyone.   


