
 

CREATING THE LEAD 
 

LESSON 1 
Creating the LeadCreating the LeadCreating the LeadCreating the Lead    
    
Writers get one chance to make a good first impression.  A lead is the first 
chunk of a piece of writing, and when the lead, or introduction, is strong, the 
reader become intrigued and wants to read on.  They’re hooked by the      
beginning of your piece.   
 
What you do:What you do:What you do:What you do:    
1. Take a look at this boring beginning to a paper about geckos.  Wait, is it 

about geckos?  Maybe it’s about Hawaii.  No, I guess it’s about bears.   
 
Animals are important in our world.  My favorite animal is the gecko because 
I saw one in Hawaii last year on our vacation.  But, this paper isn’t about 
geckos, it’s about saving the polar bear.   
 

2. Pay attention to the questions on the “Think About.” 
3. Make a list of problems that this first paragraph has.   
4. Make a list of things you think it needs. 
5. Write your own lead paragraph for your own essay about animals. Use 

this example to help you (but don’t steal from it).  Notice how this one 
starts with a great quote from an expert.   

 
“They cling precariously to the top of what is left of the ice floe, their fragile 
grip the perfect symbol of the tragedy of global warming” (Mouland, p. 1).  
The image of the magnificent polar bears, struggling to survive as the earth 
warms and their natural habitat thaws, has gained national and international 
attention.  But could it be too late to save them?  Scientists are conflicted on 
the cause of global warming and therefore the solutions are not clear either.  
While they argue, form study committees, and play politics, every day more 
polar bears drown.  Every day.  It’s time to take action.   


