
 

CREATING THE LEAD 
 

LESSON 4 
Examples from LiteratureExamples from LiteratureExamples from LiteratureExamples from Literature    
    
There’s a reason some folks have written books that are super success-
ful.  They probably know a thing or two about getting their readers’     
attention.  One of my favorite hooks in middle grade literature is: 
 
Tuck Everlasting Tuck Everlasting Tuck Everlasting Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbittby Natalie Babbittby Natalie Babbittby Natalie Babbitt    

“The first week of August hangs at the very top of summer, the top of the live-long year, like 
the highest seat of a Ferris wheel when it pauses on its turning.  The weeks that come before 
are only a climb from balmy spring, and those that follow a drop to the chill of autumn, but the 
first week of August is motionless, and hot.  It is curiously silent, too, with blank white dawns 
and glaring noons, and sunsets smeared with too much color.  Often at night there is lightning, 
but it quivers all alone.  There is no thunder, no relieving rain.  These are strange and breathless 
days, the dog days, when people are led to do things they are sure to be sorry for after.” 
 

What makes that hook great to me is that there’s just the right amount 
of familiar to it.  I understand, having lived through quite a few Augusts, 
the description (no rain, hot, glaring noons, smeared sunsets…).  How-
ever, the way Babbitt describes August is new too.  Plus, there’s just a 
hint of something more—something mysterious that she’s holding onto.  
Look at that last sentence and realize that it foreshadows what’s to 
come in the book.   
 
What you do:What you do:What you do:What you do:    
1. Read the beginning of Natalie Babbitt’s story.  Read it a few times if you 

have to.  
2. Make a list of what you like and dislike about this hook. 
3. Be specific:  Did something grab your attention?  What.?  Did she lose 

you somewhere?  Why? 
4. Go on to the next page where you’re going to get a few more. 



 

CREATING THE LEAD 
 

LESSON 4.1 
Examples from LiteratureExamples from LiteratureExamples from LiteratureExamples from Literature    
Read these examples too:   
 
Woman Hollering Creek  Woman Hollering Creek  Woman Hollering Creek  Woman Hollering Creek  by Sandra Cisneros by Sandra Cisneros by Sandra Cisneros by Sandra Cisneros (From “Eleven”) 

“What they don’t understand about birthdays and what they never tell you is that when you’re 
eleven, you’re also ten, and nine, and eight, and seven, and six, and five, and four, and three, and 
two, and one.” 
 

Walk Two Moons Walk Two Moons Walk Two Moons Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creechby Sharon Creechby Sharon Creechby Sharon Creech    
“Gramps says that I am a country girl at heart, and that is true.  I have lived most of my thirteen 
years in Bybanks, Kentucky, which is not much more than a caboodle of houses rooting in a 
green spot alongside the Ohio River.” 

 

The Indian in the Cupboard The Indian in the Cupboard The Indian in the Cupboard The Indian in the Cupboard by Lynne Reid Banksby Lynne Reid Banksby Lynne Reid Banksby Lynne Reid Banks    
“It was not that Omri didn’t appreciate Patrick’s birthday present to him.  Far from it.  He was 
really very greatful–- sort of.  It was, without a doubt very kind of Patrick to give Omri anything 
at all, let alone a second hand plastic Indian that he himself had finished with.” 
 

Wanted: The Adventures of Billy Thickub Wanted: The Adventures of Billy Thickub Wanted: The Adventures of Billy Thickub Wanted: The Adventures of Billy Thickub by Mike Curtis by Mike Curtis by Mike Curtis by Mike Curtis (okay, I’m biased, but I like this one) 

“It was summertime the day it all began, and out there in the sun it was hotter than a fryin' pan 
full of boilin' lava stuck down your undershorts. I was ten years old, walkin' around the county 
fair, tryin' to find a way to earn myself a few pennies. Sloppin' pigs, pickin' up trash with one of 
them pokey things, cleanin' up horse mess, anything to earn enough to get myself a little food. 
The thing is, no one would hire me on, so I was just about to give up and find a way to steal me 
something to eat.” 

 
What you do:What you do:What you do:What you do:    
1. Read the beginning of these stories.  Read them a few times if you have to.  
2. Make a list of what you like and dislike about each hook. 
3. Be specific:  Did something grab your attention?  What.?  Did it lose you somewhere?  

Why? 
4. Now take a stroll around the room and see what your classmates are reading.  Ask          

permission to touch their stuff first, but if someone has a book on their desk that catches 
your eye, take a look at it.  Read the hook a few times and do steps 2 and 3 for at least 5 
more books.   


