
Developing the Topic 

Lesson 1 
Backing Up the IdeaBacking Up the IdeaBacking Up the IdeaBacking Up the Idea    
Take a look at the “Developing the Topic Think About” Page. 
 
Pay close attention to the idea that every piece of writing needs to be full of interesting and accurate 
information.  
 
Look at this piece of writing.  It is undeveloped and is not full of interesting or accurate information.   
 
 Country music is America’s music.  It’s what everyone likes.  There should be a lot more country music 

on the radio. 
 
The first sentence is an opinion rather than a fact.  The second sentence is just untrue.  And, the third 
sentence is another opinion.  You can’t write like that.  A much more interesting, accurate, and         
developed version of that would be: 
 

Once known as country-western, country music is a favorite music genre in America today.  It began as 
folk music that originated from southern rural states, but widened its appeal from coast to coast after 
World War II.  It’s a unique style of music that is American, through and through.  Some people find the 
topics of country music songs to be silly, but I think they express what American’s really value: family, 
home, hard work, love, religion, and how to survive hard times.  Country musicians are my favorites, 
whether it’s an old timer like Hank Williams or the new star Kenny Chesney.  I wish there were more 
radio stations that played only country music; I’d listen to them day and night.   

 
What you do:What you do:What you do:What you do:    
1. Read the examples above and note what sort of details were added to the second paragraph to 

make it more detailed, accurate, and interesting.  The first one sounded like a baby telling you what 
they want, the second was an interesting view point.   

2. Take one of the “bad” examples below and turn it into a much better one like the one above.       
Remember, the point isn’t to argue one of these statements, but to prove it with interesting,       
accurate details.   

3. Use the internet to do a little research if you need to.   
    

Football is America’s favorite sport.  It’s what everyone likes.  There should be a lot more     
football on TV. 
 
McDonald’s is America’s favorite restaurant.  Everyone loves it.  People should eat McDonald’s 
three meals a day.   
 
Watching TV is the best pastime ever.  There’s no one that hates TV.  I wish there were more 
hours to watch TV each day.   


