
 
 

Establishing  
a Tone 

Lesson four 

Your Life as a Soundtrack:Your Life as a Soundtrack:Your Life as a Soundtrack:Your Life as a Soundtrack:    
Sometimes voice and tone are difficult to really define.  It’s hard to put your      
finger on something like that.  Music, however, probably because it hits on several 
senses at the same time, does a really good job at establishing tone.   
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Listen to a few different songs.  YouTubeforchildren.com is a great place to get 

the songs you want “on demand,” so get some headphones and listen to four or 
five of the following songs:  “Dazed and Confused” by Led Zeppelin, “Somebody 
that I Used to Know” by Gotye, “Walking on Sunshine” by Katrina and the 
Waves, “Good Vibrations” by The Beach Boys, “The Sun is Shining Down” by 
J.J. Grey and Mofro, “The Thrill is Gone” by B.B. King, “Star” by Stealers Wheel, 
“Superstition” by Stevie Wonder, “Radar Love” by Golden Earring, “Sunday 
Bloody Sunday” by U2, “Higher Ground” by The Red Hot Chili Peppers, “In the 
Air Tonight” by Phil Collins,  “Obla Di Obla Da” by The Beatles, and “Let it Be” 
by The Beatles.  Close your eyes and really try to let the music reach you, not 
the video.   

2. While you’re listening, pay attention to the tone of the piece (the voice the   
author uses, or how he/she makes you feel when you’re listening).  Some 
songs may have more than one tone, so the more notes you take, the better off 
you are.  Make a chart that shows which songs have what tones to them.   

3. Make a list of key times in your life, such as losing a tooth, learning to ride a 
bike, the first day of school, moving from elementary to intermediate school, 
participating in a championship game, learning to play an musical instrument, 
getting a pet, relocating to a new town, or experiencing the birth of a new 
brother or sister.   

4. Write a detailed piece explaining that event. 
5. Imagine you’re making a YouTube video where you read that piece of writing 

aloud.  Pick a song that has the right tone to play in the background.  You may 
choose a song from the list above or a different one. 

6. Write a few paragraphs explaining how the tone of your writing and the tone 


