
 
 

Selecting Striking 
Words and Phrases 

Lesson 1 
Different Styles:Different Styles:Different Styles:Different Styles:    
    
Every author has a different style of writing.  For example, Eudora Welty’s style was poetic 
and languid, whereas Ernest Hemmingway’s was spare and forceful.  Style and word choice go 
hand in hand because the type of words, the number of words, and the sound of words writers 
choose have a tremendous impact on the overall quality of their work — and the reader’s re-
sponse to it.  Middle school students can use words to develop their own style. 
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
    
1. Take a close look at the “Think About” for this lesson. 
2. Read the example paragraph below.  Focus on individual words and phrases.  Are they the 

best words and phrases to convey the idea? 
 

Homework is terrible.  I hate homework.  I work pretty hard in school, and so I don’t 
know why I have to do some much at home, too.  There is a lot of other stuff I’d rather 
do than homework.  I wish we never had to do it anymore. 
 

3. Now read a revised version where the author tries to create their own style using striking 
words and phrases. 

 
No reruns of Gilligan’s Island.  No playing Halo.  No toe-tapping tunes from Beyonce.  No 
life.  When I get home from school, I don’t grab my board to do a goofy-grab or fakey-
stance or try for my first air walk.  No, I do homework.  That sit-in-your-chair-until-it’s-
done work that never ends, day after day after live-long day.  Until Saturday.  Then it’s 
my time.  But meanwhile, I’m doing my math, studying my science, reading my book, 
wishing I was free.   
 

4. Make some notes where you think the author (a 5th grader) did a good job picking just the 
right word.  Then try it on your own.  Revise the paragraph above about homework in your 
own style, then try again on the paragraph below. 

 
There’s nothing on TV these days.  I can’t stand any of it.  All I want to do is relax on the 
couch and even though we have 900 channels, there’s nothing good.  I wish they’d    
cancel all those reality shows, and maybe MTV could actually play some music videos 
once in a while.  TV nowadays is terrible.    


