
 
 

Selecting Striking 
Words and Phrases 

Lesson 2 
JustJustJustJust----Right Words:Right Words:Right Words:Right Words:    
    
Although it takes more work than settling for the first words that pop to mind, reaching for just-right words to express an 
idea leads to better writing.  Today we’re going to use some very familiar characters, but look at them in a new way to 
force us to use the just-right words. 
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
    
1. Find a partner. 
2. Pretend you are a character from a favorite fairytale.  Choose someone that others will have heard of (there are some 

suggestions below).  If you pick a character like a witch or wolf, be specific about which story you’re from.  Your    
partner should pick a character also. Neither partner should tell the other one which character they’ve chosen—instead, 
tell a third student who each of you has chosen (just to make sure you don’t have the same character and don’t try to 
change later on).   

 
 Goldilocks  one of the three bears  Little Red Riding Hood  one of the three pigs
 the Big Bad Wolf Hansel or Gretel   a witch     Sleeping Beauty 
 Snow White  one of the dwarves  one of the evil queens  Cinderella
 wicked stepsister one of the Prince Charmings the woodsman   Pinocchio 
 
3. Pretend your characters are in the same class in school.  They want to pass notes to one another.  Just in case the 

fairytale teacher happens to catch you guys, you don’t want to have your name on the note.  Instead, we’re going to 
write in code. 

 
4. Choose one partner to go first.  They’ll write a note to their partner (both of you in character).  Write about whatever 

you want—your day at school, an argument with a parent, the weekend plans you have…  Your note should contain the 
following things; 

 
• Something telling where you live—use descriptions that zero in on the location, such as “a magnificent castle,” “a 

brick house,” or “the deep dark forest.” 
• Your favorite things to do—use compound adjectives to describe your personality traits, such as “mirror-gazing-

time-waster,” “princess-seeking-hopeless-romantic,” or “evil pig-eating schemer.” 
• Your favorite food and drinks.  Use alliteration to describe them, such as “bubbling broth,” “pickled pork prod-

ucts,” or “gooey girl.” 
• Your closest friends and/or family members or people and animals that know you best.  Describe what makes 

you unique from their point of view. 
• Finally, the reason you’re writing the note—you need help from your partner with some sort of problem.   

 
5. Write your messages back and forth until both of you have figured out your partner’s character.  When you’re done, 

point out to your partner which striking words and phrases helped you figure out their character.   
 
6. On your own, write a short story in which two unlikely fairytale characters that never meet in the stories bump into 

one another in a strange place—such as Goldilocks meeting one of the seven dwarves at Wal-Mart, or Prince Charming 
bumping into one of the little pigs at a bowling alley.  Use the same techniques you used in your notes to select strik-
ing words and phrases for your story.  Read the story to your partner when you’re done.   

 


