
 

STRUCTURING  
THE BODY 

 

LESSON 2 
Too Much Detail?:Too Much Detail?:Too Much Detail?:Too Much Detail?:    
Knowing what is and isn’t important to include in a piece of writing is challenging for many middle 
graders.  It’s easy for you to get caught up in the details without focusing on the main idea and, in the 
process, lose sight of your purpose for writing.  Now take a look at what happens when writing      
contains too many unimportant details and the pacing gets out of control.   
 
What you do:What you do:What you do:What you do:    
1. Remember that coming up with details is part of the IDEAS traits, but structuring them within the 

piece is part of ORGANIZATION.   
2. Try to focus on pacing—the way ideas flow in a piece of writing.  Writers create pacing by speeding 

up and slowing down when needed.  Rush through the unimportant stuff, but slow down and savor 
in the details when it’s necessary.   

3. Read the example passage below.  Try to figure out where it needs help.   

 
DisneylandDisneylandDisneylandDisneyland    

        At Disneyland there were a lot of people who wanted to ride on the same rides as we did, so we 
had to wait in line for a long time.  That part wasn’t so great, but except for that, Disneyland was a lot of 
fun.  My favorite ride was Splash Mountain, but I liked the food there, too.  There was popcorn and chili 
cheese fries.  My son, Sam, really liked the hamburgers there because they were barbecued and had a lot 
of good stuff on them, but I liked the chili cheese fries the best.  Sometimes we make them at home now 
because they were so good.  Anyway, Sam and I had a great time at Disneyland.  He like the ride with 
the bumper cars.  He wanted to drive since the day he was born.  He stood in line on his 16th birthday to 
get his license the minute the DMV opened up.  He got to practice driving at Disneyland.  It was fun.   

 
4. Now read a revised version of the same piece (same author).  Try to understand what we mean by   
     “pacing.”  Write a paragraph or two explaining why the second passage is better than the first.   

    
DisneylandDisneylandDisneylandDisneyland    

 My mouth still waters at the thought of those delicious chili cheese fries.  The potatoes are so 
hot they almost burn the top of your mouth; the cheese, melted to just the right temperature, gently 
oozing down the side of the dish; the aroma of chili pungent with the Texas Prairie spices .  I couldn’t 
believe it; I was finally at Disneyland, and my senses were going wild. 
 Most people remember a thrilling ride, or the crowds of people milling around the acres and 
acres of land designed to help visitors forget their everyday lives for a few precious hours.  Not me.  I 
remember the food—rich, delicious, and everywhere.  Pleasures for the palate, just another dimension of 
this magical kingdom designed to fulfill every wish and dream.   
 You see, when I was growing up, we ate plain food.  Good, healthy, wholesome food (at least by 
1960s standards), but plain.  Meatloaf, tuna on toast, chicken and dumplings, fruit in Jell-O molds, and at 
least a weekly dose of liver.  That’s why now that I found myself at Disneyland, surrounded by rides, 
shops, and sights designed to create a lifetime of memories, what amazed me most were the chili cheese 
fries.  Gloriously hot, gooey, savory, chili cheese fries.  Ahhhh… they were definitely and E-ticket ride.   


