
 

STRUCTURING  
THE BODY 

 

LESSON 3 
What Matters?:What Matters?:What Matters?:What Matters?:    
Sometimes it’s hard to discover what’s truly important in student writing, because kids 
devote equal weight to every event or fact they present, rather than just focusing on a 
single event or fact and offering details to support it.   
 
What you do:What you do:What you do:What you do: 
1.  Below, you’ll find a list of details from two pieces of writing—a fiction story about 

getting a new puppy and a non-fiction essay about the fall season.  Read through 
both. 

2.  Make a new chart, keeping the details that are important, changing the order of the 
details if you need to, and getting rid of what’s unnecessary. 

3.  Write one of the pieces.  Of course, you can add more if you want, but make sure it’s 
important details you’re adding.   

Fiction: “Getting  Gus”Fiction: “Getting  Gus”Fiction: “Getting  Gus”Fiction: “Getting  Gus”    Nonfiction: “Fall Feelings”Nonfiction: “Fall Feelings”Nonfiction: “Fall Feelings”Nonfiction: “Fall Feelings”    

I woke up. Fall is a season of contrasts. 

I put on my green shirt. The leaves fall off the trees. 

I found a pair of matching socks. It’s colder at night than in the summer. 

I ate cereal for breakfast. Replace your batteries at the end of daylight   
savings time. 

I wanted a dog to keep me company. They are red, gold, and orangey-rust. 

I took him home. New TV shows start in the fall. 

I brushed my teeth. Raking the leaves is not much fun. 

I got a new puppy from my best friend. I love putting warmer blankets on my bed and 
snuggling under them at night. 

I named him Gus. Leaves can be used for compost. 

I went to school. Trimming dead flower blossoms makes plants 
stronger and healthier in the spring. 

I went home. Animals gather food for the long winter ahead. 

Gus and I went to bed. Leaves can be bagged and left for recycling.   


