
 
 

Taking Risks to  
Create Voice 

Lesson one 

Parachutes:Parachutes:Parachutes:Parachutes:    
Whether we’re parachuting from a plane, purchasing stocks, or trying out a new writing 
lesson, risk taking requires confidence.  As a writer, you gain confidence by trying new 
techniques and feeling it’s okay to fail.  It is.  If something doesn’t work—no big deal—you 
just keep trying, or you don’t you try something else new.   
Successful businesspeople know how to sell their products and services.  They may        
advertise through the mainstream media, but also through word of mouth, especially when 
it comes to the teen market.  Websites such as www.iliketotallyloveit.com are devoted to 
“social shopping,” where opinions and comments about products are posted for teens by 
teens.   
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Take a close look at the “Think About” for this lesson.  
2. Look at this example review for some breath mints. 
 

These mints taste good.  They don’t stain your teeth.  They come in a nice container.  
They don’t cost too much and they help with bad breath. 
 

3. Now take a look at a review that’s a little more descriptive and talks directly to that 
teen audience.   

 
At last! Sweet Me mints are the answer to every budget—and breath conscious teen’s 
prayers.  These yummy-tasting breath mints are conveniently packaged—you don’t 
need a Ph.D. in physics to open the flat container that slips conveniently into a back 
pocket or purse.  They are reasonably priced, unlike some of the other best-selling  
varieties, and they are calorie free.  Ever had your friends tease you about having a 
green tongue and teeth because the dye in a breath mint stained them?  This won’t 
happen with Sweet Me.  These sweet little mints get the job done with only all    
natural ingredients.  Gotta love that! 
 

4. Now revise the following review with a little more voice that’s geared towards the   
people in your class.  Make up what you need to. 

 
This C.D. is good.  Almost all of the songs are good.  The cover art is cool.  It’s a good 
prce for so many good songs.   


