
 
 

Taking Risks to  
Create Voice 

Lesson two 

Viva Satire:Viva Satire:Viva Satire:Viva Satire:    
Satire is a humorous way to call attention to people’s actions or attitudes, using irony, sarcasm, or 
even ridicule.  When a writer is careful with satire, making sure they don’t inadvertently hurt anyone’s 
feelings, they make a powerful point and a lasting impression by changing behaviors and attitudes.  
Satire is a fun way  to take risks. 
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Read a few examples of satire.  The Stinky Cheese Man, The True Story of the Three Little Pigs, 

Math Curse, Science Verse, and Knucklehead are all good examples.  The Onion and The Heckler are 
two newspapers that use satire.   

2. Make a list of times when satire might be appropriate—I’ll get you started: Saturday Night Live, 
during a political debate, in an argument with a friend, or a birthday toast.   

3. One way to use satire is to say something completely outrageous and unexpected (not to hurt 
someone’s feelings) - for example, if you were writing a review of the school lunches, you might 
suggest using the left over chicken nuggets as hockey pucks in PE class or you might poke fun at 
your math teacher’s loud, ugly ties by recommending NASA look for them from space.   

4. Choose one of the following topics: 
 

• How to feed your dog or cat 
• How to answer your phone 
• How to set up a web page 
• How to babysit 
• How to be the best at _______________ 
• How to grocery shop 
• How to clean your room 
• How to take out the trash 
• How to send a text message 
• Come up with your own, but have it approved by your teacher first 

 
5. Usually writing on one of these topics would just be a set of procedures or a simple explanation.  

Here we’re trying to use satire, to poke fun at typical instructions and “how to” pieces.  So, you 
might want to, for example: write about good table manners by talking about feeding your pets on 
fine china and white tablecloths; write about good phone etiquette by suggesting mumbling, 
coughing, yelling, or pretending not to be able to hear the caller; or write about safe driving while 
focusing on smashing down the gas pedal, stomping on the brakes, or swerving all over the place.   

6. Now write a satirical “how to” for your chosen topic.  Remember, use satire to point out problems 
or ridiculous things in order to change readers’ current attitudes about or behaviors related to the 
topic.  Satire should be humorous, but respectful.  The goal is to entertain your readers, not to of-
fend them.  You may use illustrations to help you.   


