
Using Details 

Lesson 1 
Choose CarefullyChoose CarefullyChoose CarefullyChoose Carefully    
 
Take a look at the “Think About” for this section.  Often times these four steps are where writers go wrong.  Some writers 
give too little detail, leaving the reader lost.  Other times, writers give way too many details leaving the reader              
overwhelmed.  Let’s find that middle ground.   
 
What you do:What you do:What you do:What you do:    
1. Think of a situation where knowing too little information could be a really bad idea.   
 Example:   
 Parents should be cautious when choosing a babysitter.  They should pick someone who is responsible and careful.  

The person should know first aid.   
 
2. That’s all good information, but it’s not enough.  What is responsible?  How do you know if they’re careful?  There are 

too many questions.  
 
3.   Look at this example of a much more detailed version of that piece.   
 
 Better Example:   
 Ask kids what qualities they want in a babysitter and they will probably tell you he or she should be fun and like to 

play.  Although these are desirable traits in a good babysitter, the most important qualities are responsibility and 
safety.  Here are some things parents should look for to be sure they choose a responsible and safe babysitter.   
• Communicates clearly by phone or email her availability and any restrictions she has such as number of      

children, length of time she will stay, her hourly rate, and so on 
• Confirms the time and date 
• Arrives on time, happy, and ready to engage with the children 
• Provides references 
• Dresses appropriately for play 
• Brings ideas for entertaining the children other than watching TV or a movie 
• Prepares healthy meals and snacks 
• Knows basic first aid and CPR 
If parents choose a babysitter with these qualifications, chances are, they’ve found someone who really enjoys the 
job.  Kids will get what they want and so will their parents.   
 

4. Realize how many questions are now answered by the proper amount of detail in the piece.   
 
5. Now revise one of the following “too-little detail” pieces to be more like the “right amount of detail” piece. 
 

Parents should be picky when selecting a school for their kids.  They should pick one that has a good track record 
and good teachers.  The school should also have the same goals you do. 
 
People should do some research when choosing a neighborhood to live in.  They should select one that is safe and 
clean.  They should make sure the neighbors are good people.   
 
When buying a car, you should know what your getting in to.  You should always buy a car that fits your family 
and their needs.  You should make sure the car is safe.   

 


