
Using Details 

Lesson 5 
Show Not TellShow Not TellShow Not TellShow Not Tell    
 
As you know, details can make all the difference.  Writers need to give the specifics not 
only by adding details, but by knowing which details to add and how to include them.  
You need to show your reader, not just tell them.  You want a character to be          
mysterious-don’t tell us he’s mysterious, show us things about him that make him  
mysterious.  You want a setting to feel magical-then describe a magical setting,      
showing us what it is like, not just telling us that it’s magical.  Let’s practice showing 
instead of telling.   
 
What you do:What you do:What you do:What you do:    
1. Take a statement that is non-specific (a telling statement) and turn it into a detailed 

and unique statement (a showing statement).  Choose one of these boring, general 
statements. 

• The internet is amazing 
• Frogs are interesting 
• My friends are nice 
• Energy is important 
• The roller coaster is scary 

2. Start by brainstorming a list of as many details as you can about this general idea. 
3. Rewrite the general statement into one that is more specific.   
 
Example:  Example:  Example:  Example:      
(this example is from a 3rd grade student, so no, it’s not perfect, but it is a huge improvement)    
Telling Statement: 
 The roller coaster was scary.   
 
Showing Statement: 

Oh my goodness the newest and most scariest roller coast ever!  I just had to try it out!  
Then I got on the roller coaster.  I pulled the seat belt over me and buckled myself up 
first.  It started out as deliberate as a turtle.  It got a little bit faster.  Ahhhhhh it’s really 
really fast.  I feel like my ependix are about to explode.  I think my heart is about to 
come out of my mouth.  The ride is almost over now.  Now we’re slowing down.  It’s 
over now.  And thank goodness.  I unbuckled my seat belt and got out of the roller 
coaster.   


