
 

USING SEQUENCING AND 
TRANSITION WORDS 

 

LESSON 1 
Examples from LiteratureExamples from LiteratureExamples from LiteratureExamples from Literature    
Sequence words and transition words help your readers keep your ideas    
organized in their minds.  They’re like road signs that tell them what           
direction their going, letting them know they’re on the right ride along with 
you.   
 
What you do:What you do:What you do:What you do:    
1. Take a look at the passage below.   
2. While you’re reading circle the transition and sequencing words.  You’ll 

probably realize that the paragraph is a jumbled mess. 
3. On a separate sheet of paper, rewrite the passage into a more sensible    

order.  There is no “right way,” so just make sure that your passage is 
logical and makes sense.   

4. You may use the “Partial List of Sequence Words and Transition Words” 
that the teacher has if you want to. 

 
It was then that we realized making a deep enough hole for this huge 
tree was going to be a challenge.  “Thanks.”  At long last, when the work 
was done, we stood back, admiring our handiwork.  Not so surprisingly, 
we didn’t feel like doing any of the chores my mom left for us when she 
went to work.  After we paid for it, we carried it home.  Luckily, there 
was a nursery only a few blocks from my house.  Unfortunately it took a 
long time and wore us out.  We ate lunch then we left to pick up the  
perfect tree.  It was summer break, and my friends and I were looking for 
something to do.  “Mom’s gonna love this,” I told them.  Even though the 
rock-hard dirt made our work nearly impossible we dug a good-sized 
hole for the blue spruce.  The tree was heavier and bigger than we      
expected.  After a while, we decided to plant a tree in the backyard that 
would give us shade on hot, late summer days.   


