
 
 

Using Specific and 
Accurate Words 

Lesson 1 
Thesaurus Overload:Thesaurus Overload:Thesaurus Overload:Thesaurus Overload:    
The thesaurus is a good tool, but you have to use it right.  The listings in the thesaurus are other 
words that mean “close to the same thing” as the word you’ve looked up, which means they might not 
be the right word for your purpose.  A lot of kids feel that the thesaurus is about finding a bigger word 
to say the same thing, but it’s not.  It’s about finding the perfect word.  Let’s look at that idea.   
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Find a partner that has not done this assignment before. 
2. Read the following piece of writing: 
 

  My friend Allison is a real fun anyone.  The reason I say this is because we have been 
patrons for at least seven years so we recognize a lot on each other.  We always do more things 
together  than we do with our other scoundrels.  I must say she is my best friend.  We like to go 
skating in the summer:  We like doing this because there are a lot of further friends there.  We 
really get inured when we skate.   
  We are always prudent before we do things and try to do things just right.  We try to be 
fluent and respective so we can get across to each other on what we are talking about.  Actually 
I think our friendship is very lucrative.  She is very gingerly when talking to other people, so 
they may not get furried. 
  She would never divulge about me and never has. Sometimes we mimic each other, yet 
not often.  Somethings she likes are totally bizarre than what I like.  Sometimes things get very 
complicating though when trying to explain something.   
  We eat a lot of food but we never gorge food down at each other’s houses.  We are also 
very suave to each other’s parents and use a lot of mannerism.  Out houses are encased with 
large fences.  Both of us get into a lot of financial situations and have to borrow money from 
each other. 
  There is always chaos in what we are doing.  Like when I was making pudding she said I 
adjoin too much milk and stuff like that.  She is a most memorable friend and I think she is     
always trying to be so prim.  Our friendship will never detract from our lives.  We always try to 
have legible handwriting on our homework because we reckon we will get a better grade. 
  It is very hard to talk about this subject because you have to think inflexibility about 
what you are going to write next.  I like Allison a lot because she is a very honest friend.  I hope 
our friendship will never disintegrate and distress.  She is perpetually a best friend.   
 

3. You and your partner probably figured out real fast that this author (an 8th grade student)      
overused the thesaurus a little bit.  Actually, this piece looks like the thesaurus threw up on it.  As 
a team, rewrite this essay so that makes sense.  Choose the right words, not just the big ones.   


