
 
 

Varying Sentences TypesVarying Sentences TypesVarying Sentences TypesVarying Sentences Types    

Lesson 1Lesson 1Lesson 1Lesson 1    
Using Different Types of Sentences:Using Different Types of Sentences:Using Different Types of Sentences:Using Different Types of Sentences:    
Writing that is fluent usually contains a variety of different types of sentences — simple, compound, 
complex,, and compound-complex.  However, it’s all to easy for writers to get stuck writing the same 
type of sentence in paper after paper.   
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Take a closer look at the “Think About” for this lesson. 
2. Use the charts below to help you understand the four different types of sentences. 
 Types of Clauses: 

 
 
 

 Types of Sentences: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3. Look at the paragraph below and realize that it’s made of only simple sentences.  Revise it so that 
it’s got more variety in sentence type—at least one simple, one compound, one complex, and one 
compound-complex. 

 
Snow is supposed to be great.  I’ve never seen it, though.  I wish I could see snow.  I’d lie in the 
snow.  I’d make a snow angel.  I’d make snowballs.  I’d throw snowballs at all my friends.  I 
wouldn’t eat yellow snow.  No, I wouldn’t do that.   

 
 

Simple: Simple: Simple: Simple: A sentence made up of one independent clause that may contain a direct object or prepositional 
phrase: 
     “The students chose a book.” 
     “The students raved about the book.” 

Compound: Compound: Compound: Compound: A sentence made up of two or more independent clauses, which are joined by a conjunction 
such as and, but, or or: 
     “The students raved about the book, and the author was delighted to receive their complimentary  
     emails.” 

Complex: Complex: Complex: Complex: A sentence made up of an independent clause and at least one dependent clause: 
     “When the author learned how much the student liked her work, she decided to write more books.” 

CompoundCompoundCompoundCompound----Complex: Complex: Complex: Complex: A sentence made up of two or more independent clauses and at least one dependent 
clause: 
     “When the author announced she was writing more book, the students were delighted, but she  
     surprised them by writing about a different subject than they expected.” 

A clauseclauseclauseclause is a sentence part that contains a subject and verb. 

An independent clauseindependent clauseindependent clauseindependent clause can stand alone as a grammatically correct sentence: 
      “She began the new book….” 

A dependent clause dependent clause dependent clause dependent clause cannot stand alone: 
     “When she began the new book…” 


