
 
 

Varying Sentences TypesVarying Sentences TypesVarying Sentences TypesVarying Sentences Types    

Lesson 3Lesson 3Lesson 3Lesson 3    
Fluent Nonfiction:Fluent Nonfiction:Fluent Nonfiction:Fluent Nonfiction:    
Bringing a beautiful, natural sound to writing can be difficult, especially to nonfiction writing, 
given all the facts and figures it typically needs to contain.  But some authors make it look 
easy.  Nicola Davies is such an author.  Her picture books about animals are stunning for many 
reasons, including their sentences.  Davies mixes long, elegant sentences with short, more    
declarative ones, providing a perfect model of how to write nonfiction that is every bit as    
fluent as good fiction.   
 
What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:What do I do:    
1. Go get Nicola Davies’ book Bat Loves the Night from the LRC.  Part of the assignment is to 

be able to look it up in Destiny and find it on your own.  DO NOT ask the librarian for help. 
2. Read the book., thinking about sentence fluency as you read. 
3. Look at the list of sentences inspired by Nicola Davies books, and turn these simple       

sentences into compound or complex sentences by combing them.  You should have at 
least one of each when you’re done.   

 Bats are mammals    They can really fly  
 They are very successful at surviving because they fly. 
 There are more than nine hundred bat species. 
 They live in every habitat.  There is the subarctic tundra habitat. 
 There is the tropical forest habitat. There is the desert habitat. 
 Birds rule the air by day.   Bats are the monarchs of the night. 
 
4. Reread the first half of Davies’ book and compare it with your sentences.   
5. Now combine these sentences into compound and/or complex sentences.   
 Bat is waking   She shakes her fur.  She’s upside down. 
 Her fur is thistledown.  She usually hangs upside down. 
 She unfurls her wings.  She hangs by her toenails.   
 Her wings are made of skin. Her eyes are beady.   
 The skin is fine.   Her eyes are open.  The bones show through. 
 Her pixie ears twitch.  The bones are like fingers.   
 
6. Reread the second half of the book and compare it with your sentences. 
7. Check a piece of your own writing to see if you use a variety of sentences like Davies does.   
8. Now find four or five more well-written nonfiction books in the library.  Write down a     

fluent passage from each book in your notebook, taking care to label the various types of 
sentences. 


