
English I Course Syllabus 

Mr. Curtis 

mcurtis@sd308.org  

Welcome to English I!  This course will provide a solid foundation for you at the high school level in the 

English skills as designated by the Common Core Learning Standards.  This course is aligned with the English 

II to prepare you for your future at OEHS and college or career beyond that. As we work to develop the skills 

above, you will be more prepared to excel in college and beyond. 

Materials Needed: 

 Novels: To Kill a Mockingbird, Macbeth, Unwind, TBD 

 Bring to class each day a writing utensil; three-inch, three ring binder; notebook; and daily planner.  Your binder 

will have the following tabs: handouts, graded essays, quizzes, grammar, and other.  All of your English I work 

will be housed in this binder. 

 

Major Assessments: 

 Gates-MacGinitie reading pre- and post- assessment and vocabulary assessment 

 Formal essays and speeches 

 Research projects 

 Skills-based tests, quizzes, and cumulative final exam.  (The final is worth 10% of your overall grade.) 

 

Policies: 

 Late Work: Assignments turned in one day late will be worth a maximum of 50%.  Assignments turned in more 

than one day late will not be accepted for a grade.  (Note: Projects –essays included – are deducted 10% a day).  

 Absent Work: Per the school’s policy, you will have one day, plus one, for every day you are absent.  However, 

if you are present the day an assignment is given, you are responsible for submitting the assignment the day it is 

due.  This means that if you are absent the day an assignment is due, it is your responsibility to submit the 

assignment before class begins.  This can be accomplished via email. 

 Plagiarism: Plagiarism is submitting any work that is not your own.  At this level, you are expected to know what 

it is and how to avoid committing this serious academic crime.  Students who plagiarize will receive zero credit 

for the assignment and are subject to a referral to their deans You will also be asked to redo the assignment for the 

learning opportunity the assignment provided.  Please know that if it’s important enough for me to collect it, it’s 

important enough for me to read it.  Don’t plagiarize. 

 Cell Phone: You are allowed to have your cell phone with you in class, but you are NOT permitted to use it at 

any time, unless instructed to do so by Mr. Curtis.  If you use it in class at an inappropriate time, you will receive 

one warning.  Any time after that will result in a referral to your dean.  No exceptions! 

 

Behavior Expectations: 

 Be prepared as soon as the bell rings – meaning notebooks open and ready. 

 Raise your hand if you have something to say, but refrain from having side conversations during class. 

 Come to class on time, prepared and ready to learn. 

 Treat each and every person in this classroom with respect. 

 If you need extra help, ask! This can be done in class, over email, or outside of class. 

 It is your responsibility to obtain all assignments due to excused absences.  You may do this in person or via 

email.   
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