
English I+– Writing Rubric      Name__________________________________ 
 

 Insufficient (1-4) Developing (5-7) Proficient (8-10) Points 

Ideas Paper has unclear sense of purpose; 

reader must make inferences based on 

sketchy or missing details 

Beginning to define topic.  Possibly 

needs to strengthen ties to thesis, develop 

ideas more fully and/or work on use of 
text. 

Clear and focused, relevant details 

enhance the central idea.  Includes all 

main ideas and details.  Explanations are 
in-depth. 

x 2 =  

Organization Writing lack clear sense of direction, 

ideas strung together randomly.  No 

transitions.  Lacks paragraph structure. 

Structure strong enough to move reader 

through text.  Some paragraph structure 

present. 

Main ideas are separated and transitions 

are used.  Paragraph structure has 

appropriate order. 

 

Voice Writer not concerned with audience or 

purpose; monotone voice emerges; 

incorrect point of view used. 

Writer is aware of audience, but at times 

uses inappropriate point of view. 
Essay crafted with awareness of audience 

and purpose.  Written in the correct point 

of view. 

 

Word Choice Limited vocabulary and/or misused parts 

of speech 
Words / phrases are functional, but at 

times general, repetitive or incorrect. 
Words are specific, accurate, and 

enhance meaning 
 

Sentence 

Fluency 

Sentences are mostly awkward; may 

follow basic subject-verb-object 
structure; quotations are not integrated. 

Sentences at times constructed 

incorrectly; parts may be awkward or 
choppy; quotations need integration into 

sentences. 

Sentence constructed correctly; a variety 

of sentence structures are used.  
Quotations are integrated into writer’s 

sentences. 

 

Conventions Errors in spelling and punctuation make 
piece difficult to read 

Reasonable control over standard writing 
conventions; some errors impair 

readability 

Demonstrates strong grasp of 
conventions and uses them to enhance 

readability; few errors 

 

Presentation Many components do not follow MLA 

format.  Missing citations and works 
cited page. 

Some errors to MLA format including 

citations, works cited, signature block, 
and/or header.  

MLA format is used correctly; 

parenthetical citations and work cited 
page are correctly formatted. 

 

 

Comments:           Total: ________ / 80 
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